
Municipal Council Meeting 
Tuesday, October 11, 2005 

7:00PM Town Hall Auditorium 
 

Pledge of Allegiance – Councilor King 
 
Roll Call: Roger Benson, James Chandler, Ann Connolly King, Esther Headley, Anne Larnard, Mario 
Pinierio 
 
Excused absence: Robert Woodsom, Christopher Lawrence and Joseph McMilleon 
 
Accept Minutes – September 13, 2005 Councilor Benson motions to accept, Councilor Pinierio 
second – Voted Unanimous 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT 
Robert Wile, Detective Amesbury Police Dept. – Mr. Wile is looking for help from the Municipal 
Council to put the word out that DSS is looking for Foster Care homes in Amesbury.  When kids are 
taken from homes in Amesbury, quite often they are placed as far away as Boston. Ideally, it is hoped 
to keep these kids in town close to their families, schools, churches and friends.  
 
Nancy Fagen, Area Director Haverhill Dept. of Social Services and Linda Saren, DSS, Haverhill – Ms. 
Fagen and Ms. Saren both thank the Business leaders, parents and teachers of Amesbury for caring 
so much about the children. They stress that there is a great need for more Foster Homes in 
Amesbury and the surrounding communities. The children coming into Foster Homes come into them 
through no fault of their own; it is through neglect and abuse. To help call 1-800-kids or dsskids.org. 
 
Councilor Pinierio asks what the age group is and Ms. Fagen replies babies all the way to 18 years of 
age. Councilor Pinierio asks if they have emergency homes. Ms. Fagen replies that sometimes they 
don’t have homes and have to wait around a police station until one becomes available. They are 
always looking for permanent homes however the average stay is between 3 and 18 months. 
Councilor Pinierio states that’s he is very seriously looking into being a Foster Care parent. 
 
Ms. Fagen states there is a $20 a day payment that goes along with the children and Mass Health. 
They also have established the Greater Haverhill Children’s Fund to help with activities and services 
that these children normally wouldn’t be able to obtain such as band, soccer, baseball etc. 
 
James Thieverge, 11 ½ Sanborn Ter. – Mr. Thieverge comments about free cash relating to a 
newspaper article that he read in the Amesbury News.. 
 
2005-103 - Joint Meeting with the Board of Library Trustees 
Councilor Larnard opens the joint meeting. 
 
Christine Johnson opened the Board of Library Trustees meeting. 
Roll Call: Marie Messner, Christine Johnson, Jana Parenteau, Sue Zielinski, Jeannine Bailey, 
Courney MacLauchlan, Nancy George 
 
Dallas Haines, 16 Newton Road – Mr. Haines uses the library on a regular basis and he recognizes 
that the library is at a bit of a crossroad; he would like to help facilitate the process where ever it may 
lead in terms of a resolution. 
 
Marie Messner nominates Dallas Haines, Councilor Headley seconds. 
Roll Call Vote – 13 Yes, Unanimous 
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Councilor Larnard declares the joint meeting closed 
Motion to adjourn Jana Parenteau, second Marie Messner 
 
LICENSE AND PERMITS 
2005-105 Mass Electric – Underground Conduit – Cedar Street 
Councilor Larnard reads 2005-105 into the record. 
 
James Mitchel, Mass Electric – Mr. Mitchel states that the developer didn’t want new poles on the 
same side of the street as the development so they opted to put a manhole duct system across the 
street reducing additional poles. 
 
Councilor Pinierio asks how long construction will take and would like to have the wording changed 
from Board of Selectmen to City Council. 
 
Councilor Pinierio motions to accept 2005-105 and would like the wording changed from Board of 
Selectmen to City Council. 
Councilor Benson second 
Voted – Unanimous 
 
2005-107 Verizon – Remove 2 Poles – Oak Street 
Councilor Larnard reads 2005-107 into the record. 
 
Kathy Frasier, Right of Way Manager of Verizon – Ms. Frasier is here representing Verizon. 
 
Councilor Pinierio states he noticed that a pole was placed on private property and wanted to know if 
they got permission. Ms. Frasier replies that when a pole is placed on private property an easement 
has to be signed by the property owner. Councilor Pinierio also wants assurances that the sidewalk 
will be repaired when they remove the pole. Ms. Frasier states it will be as good as or better than 
prior to excavation. 
 
Councilor Pinierio motions to accept 2005-107 
Councilor Benson second 
Voted – Unanimous 
 
2005-108 Verizon – Underground conduit – Oak Street and River Court 
Councilor Larnard reads 2005-107 into the record. 
 
Kathy Frasier, Right of Way Manager of Verizon – Representing Verizon  
 
Councilor Benson moves for approval of 205-108 as submitted 
Councilor Pinierio 
Voted – Unanimous 
 
MAYOR APPOINTMENTS 
2005-110 Appointment of Peter Bodge to Cultural Council term to expire 6/30/08 
Councilor Larnard reads 2005-110 into the record. 
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Mr. Bodge is unable to attend this meeting. 
 
Councilor Benson moves for approval of 2005-110 as submitted. 
Councilor King second 
Voted – Unanimous 
 
2005-111 Appointment of Renee Donohue to the Cultural Council term to expire 6/30/08 
Councilor Larnard reads 2005-111 into the record. 
 
Rene Donahue, 61 Orchard Street – Ms. Donahue runs the Youth Art Show and is very involved in 
getting arts and culture to children. She feels that being part of the Cultural Council will help her do 
that. 
 
Councilor Chandler moves for approval of 2005-111 as submitted. 
Councilor king second 
Voted – Unanimous 
 
2005-112 Appointment of Jordan Macy to Conservation Commission unexpired term to expire 
6/30/07 
Councilor Larnard reads 2005-112 into the record. 
 
Jordan Macy, 4B Green Street – Mr. Macy has lived in town for over a year. He received a Masters of 
Science degree in Natural Resources in September. He is interested in helping to maintain the 
integrity of Amesbury’s character. 
 
Councilor Chandler moves to approve 2005-112 as submitted. 
Councilor Benson second 
Voted – Unanimous 
 
PUBLIC HEARINGS 
2005-24 An Ordinance to Ensure Access to Public Documents – Councilor Lawrence sponsor 
cont. 
Councilor Larnard reads 2005-24 into the record and reads an e-mail from Councilor Lawrence 
requesting that it be continued because it is still in the Ordinance Committee. 
 
Councilor Benson moves to continue 2005-25 to the November15th Council meeting. 
Councilor Pinierio second 
Voted – Unanimous 
 
2005-60 Amend Rule 5F “Public Comment” of the Amesbury Municipal Council Fourth Session 
Rules and Procedures – Councilor Lawrence sponsor cont. 
Councilor Larnard reads 2005-60 into the record and reads an e-mail from Councilor Lawrence 
asking to continue this as it is still in Rules and Procedures. 
 
Councilor Benson moves to continue 2005-60 to the November 15th Municipal Council meeting. 
Councilor Pinierio second 
Voted – Unanimous 
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2005-81 An Ordinance to see if the Municipal Council will accept a donation of land from 
Woodsom Limited Partnership – Mayor Hildt sponsor cont. 
Councilor Larnard reads 2005-81 into the record and states this is still in Ordinance. 
 
Councilor Benson moves to continue 2005-81 to the November 15th Municipal Council meeting. 
Councilor King second 
Voted – Unanimous 
 
2005-82 An Ordinance to Amend the Amesbury Zoning Bylaw Section XI.J2 Historic 
Preservation – Mayor Hildt sponsor cont. 
Councilor Larnard reads 2005-82 into the record, this is still in Ordinance and does not have a 
recommendation from the Planning Board. 
 
Councilor Benson moves to continue 2005-82 to the November 15th Municipal Council meeting. 
Councilor Pinierio second 
Voted – Unanimous 
 
2005-87  An Ordinance to request the Municipal Council accept a gift of a Firefighter Sculpture 
from the Elizabeth Calsey House – Mayor Hildt sponsor cont. 
Councilor Larnard reads 2005-87 into the record and opens the public hearing. 
 
Councilor Benson moves for approval of 2005-87 as submitted 
Councilor Pinierio second 
Voted – Unanimous 
 
2005-88 An Order to request the Municipal Council to accept a grant in the amount of $2,000.00 
from the Homeland Security EMS task force – Mayor Hildt sponsor cont. 
Councilor Larnard reads 2005-88 into the record and opens the public hearing. 
 
Councilor Benson moves the recommendation of the Finance Committee 
Councilor King second 
Voted – Unanimous 
 
2005-91 An Ordinance to request the Municipal Council vote to accept a gift of land from Wayne 
P. Adams – Mayor Hildt sponsor cont. 
Councilor Larnard reads 2005-91 into the record and states that it is still in the Ordinance Committee. 
 
Councilor Benson moves to continue to the November 15th Council meeting. 
Councilor Pinierio second 
Voted – Unanimous 
 
2005-93 An Ordinance to see if the Municipal Council will vote to accept a Compost Site Policy 
and Schedule of Fees – Mayor Hildt sponsor cont. 
Councilor Larnard reads 2005-93 into the record. 
 
Councilor Benson states that the Finance Committee recommended approval and motions to 
continue to the November Council meeting. 
Councilor Pinierio second 
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Voted – Unanimous 
 
2005-94 An Ordinance to amend Amesbury Zoning By-law Section XII, B and C in order to meet 
State Flood regulations – Mayor Hildt sponsor cont. 
 
Councilor Larnard reads 2005-94 into the record and states that there are no recommendations from 
Ordinance yet. 
 
Councilor Benson moves to continue 2005-94 to the November Council meeting. 
Councilor Pinierio second 
Voted -- Unanimous 
 
2005-96 An Ordinance to amend Amesbury Zoning By-law Section XI.H2 Lower Millyard Overlay 
District – Mayor Hildt sponsor cont. 
 
Councilor Larnard reads 2005-96 into the record and states that this is still continued in Planning and 
Ordinance. 
 
Councilor Pinierio motions to continue 2005-96 to the November council meeting. 
Councilor Chandler second 
Voted – Unanimous 
 
2005-98 A Request that the Municipal Council vote to abandon the portion of the public way 
known as Birch Avenue – Mayor Hildt sponsor cont. 
 
Councilor Larnard reads 2005-98 into the record and states that it is continued in the Ordinance and 
Planning Board 
 
Councilor Benson moves to continue 2005-98 to the November council meeting. 
Councilor Pinierio second 
Voted – Unanimous 
 
2005-99 An Order to vote to appropriate funds to be added to the FY2006 Law Budget – Mayor 
Hildt sponsor cont. 
 
Councilor Larnard reads 2005-99 into the record and opens the public hearing. 
Councilor Benson states that the Finance Committee motioned to accept with a notation that this 
budget will not be over spent without the council’s approval. The motion passed, 5 in favor, 3 
opposed. 
 
Hank Brennick asks what the final figure that was agreed upon. Councilor Benson responds $75,000 
additional to the existing $25,000. 
 
Councilor Larnard closes the public hearing. 
 
Councilor Chandler moves to approve 2005-99 as submitted. 
Councilor King second 
Roll Call Voted – 4 Yes, 2 No (Benson, Pinierio) 
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Bonnijo Kitchin is checking into whether or not it needs a 2/3 vote of the entire council. 
 
2005-100 An Order to vote to appropriate funds to conduct a personnel and deployment study of 
the Fire Department – Mayor Hildt sponsor cont. 
Councilor Larnard reads 2005-100 into the record and opens the public hearing. 
 
Councilor Benson reads the Finance Committee recommendation to approve. 
 
Mike Basque states that the Mayor wants these funds to be transferred from the Ambulance Fund. As 
of the end of August there is a balance of $93,697. 
 
Marc Deschenes, 1 Highland Street – Mr. Deschenes urges the council not to pass 2005-100 and 
asks Mr. Basque where the rest of the ambulance funds have gone. Mr. Basque responds that the 
council voted last year as part of the FY05 budget to transfer $400,000 into the general fund. 
 
Councilor King explains that she expects to see savings in the long run with more efficiency. 
 
Hank Brennick asks if this is being put out to bid. 
 
Josh Handverger responds that it was put out to bid and they are waiting to open the bids after they 
put together a task force to review the bids.  
 
Councilor Chandler supports this study, he wants to find out if there are ways to run the Fire 
Department more efficiently. 
 
Mr. Deschenes feels everyone knows the issues however, there is a lack of willingness to address 
them. 
 
Councilor King does not feel it is in the Town’s best interest to have the council make decisions about 
the ambulance and the best deployment methods of the Fire Department. 
 
Councilor Larnard states that another reason for doing the study is to get a true cost of providing the 
ambulance service. The scope is broad and this study will be very helpful for the next council to make 
informed decisions. 
 
Councilor Benson motions to approve 2005-100 as submitted. 
Councilor King second 
Roll Call Voted – 5 Yes, 1 No (Pinierio) 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
2005-101 An Order to appropriate Free Cash to fund Capital Expenditures – Mayor Hildt sponsor 
cont. 
Councilor Larnard reads 2005-101 into the record and states that this was submitted before and was 
sent back for additional information. 
 
Councilor Benson refers 2005-101 to the Finance Committee on October 26th and schedule a public 
hearing at the November Council meeting. 
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Councilor Pinierio second 
Voted – Unanimous 
 
2005-104 An Order to request the Municipal Council accept and approve usage fees for Town 
fields and facilities under the jurisdiction of the Parks & Recreation Commission – Mayor Hildt 
sponsor. 
Councilor Larnard reads 2005-104 into the record. 
 
Councilor Benson refers 2005-104 to the Finance Committee and Ordinance and schedule a public 
hearing at the November Council meeting. 
Councilor Pinierio second 
Voted – Unanimous 
 
2005-106 A Request that the Municipal Council vote to designate 29 Water Street as the Town’s 
Visitors’ Center – Mayor Hildt sponsor 
Councilor Larnard reads 2005-106 into the record. 
 
Councilor King moves to continue to the next council meeting for a public hearing. 
Councilor Chandler second 
Voted – Unanimous 
 
2005-109 Administrative Order 2005-3 to abolish the Town Forest Committee and transfer 
responsibility and jurisdiction to the Parks and Recreation Commission – Mayor Hildt sponsor 
Councilor Larnard reads 2005-109 into the record. 
 
Councilor Headley recommends to go ahead with 2005-109 because the Town Forest Committee has 
not done anything in quite some time. Councilor King agrees to move on this tonight. 
 
Councilor Benson moves for approval of 2005-109 as submitted 
Councilor King second 
Voted - Unanimous 
 
2005-113 Election Warrant – President McMilleon sponsor 
Councilor Larnard reads 2005-113 into the record. 
 
Councilor Chandler motions to accept 2005-113 as submitted. 
Councilor Pinierio second 
Voted - Unanimous 
 
2005-114 An Ordinance for the Electronic Messaging Policy – Councilor Benson sponsor 
Councilor Larnard reads 2005-114 into the record. 
 
Councilor Benson moves to refer 2005-114 to Rules and Procedures 
Councilor King second 
Voted – Unanimous 
 
COMMUNICATIONS FROM BOARDS AND COMMISSIONS 
COUNCIL COMMUNICATIONS ANNOUNCEMENTS AND COMMITTEE REPORTS 
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Councilor King gives a report on the High School Building project. The project is proceeding with all 
trades on site. The total budget is 40% spent and that represents only work that has been completed 
and supplies that are on site. The High School Building committee has invited the Municipal Council 
on a tour of the site on October 25th at 5:30PM, meet in the cafeteria. 
 
Councilor Pinierio asks if the public will be able to view the site and Councilor King replies that it is 
totally up to Alexandria Construction and they have said no because it is a liability issue. 
 
Councilor Benson motion to adjourn, 8:10PM 
Councilor Chandler second 
Voted – Unanimous 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
Assistant Town Clerk 
 


